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Synopsis

This encyclopedia surveys the scientific research on gender throughout the agesA¢a -a ¢the
people, experiments, and impactA¢a -a ¢of both legitimate and illegitimate findings on the scientific
community, women scientists, and society at large.A¢a —A¢ Chronologically organized entries
describing people and events influential in the development of scientific research on

genderA¢a -Ag¢ 40 thematic entries looking at larger issues across regions, disciplines, and

historical erasA¢a —A¢ A section of supportive demographic/statistical information
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Customer Reviews

Grade 10 UpA¢a -4 Acknowledging that a number of stereotypes and other beliefs surround
women in science, this book explores those ideas in relationship to particular topics. A decidedly
Western emphasis permeates the book, which is divided into two parts, each with individually
authored entries. The chronological section examines broad eras (e.g. antiquity, the 18th century),
sometimes focusing on research regarding gender in those periods, and in other articles expanding
on female contributions to science. A much longer thematic section covers specific scientific
disciplines, institutions, or philosophies (such as "ecofeminism"). Each entry ends with a
comprehensive list of references and further reading, comprising both seminal works and recent
scholarship. The black-and-white images are infrequent, but when present are well captioned and
positioned near relevant text. Some entries from the thematic second section contain substantial
biographical content and will be helpful for papers on individual women. An extensive appendix

comprised of statistical tables covers high school, SAT, and college data regarding female



participation in mathematics and the sciences will be invaluable for debates or persuasive
essays.A¢a —a *Courtney Lewis, Wyoming Seminary College Preparatory School, Kingston, PA

Copyright A A© Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. Al rights reserved.

"An outstanding reference highly recommended for women’s studies collections." - Midwest Book
Review"An extensive appendix comprised of statistical tables covers high school, SAT, and college
data regarding female participation in mathematics and the sciences will be invaluable for debates
or persuasive essays." - School Library Journal"This book skillfully weaves together issues
concerning women of science and societal expectations of them. . . . The style of writing is
informative and engaging without being too technical. Chapters are complete yet brief, and contain
references for further reading. This book would be a great addition to any college or university
library. Summing Up: Highly recommended. Lower-level undergraduates through graduate students;
general readers." - Choice"There are many publications available that separately treat biographies
of women in the sciences, philosophy of gender in science, and history of scientific theories on
gender. This resource weaves all of these strands into an enlightening picture of the effect of gender
in the field of science. Highly recommended." - Reference & User Services Quarterly"Every so
often, a book encapsulates a subject so well that one is at a loss to say anything bad about it.
Rosser has edited such a book. . . . The book, itself, is well made and will survive many readings. Its
25-page glossary is invaluable to those new to the subject and unfamiliar with its specific language
use and definitions. . . . This title is recommended for upper-division undergraduates, graduates,
and anyone who wants to know what women working in the sciences have done, are doing, and will
do in the future." - ARBA"Although this is nominally a reference book, it could just as easily make
sense to shelve it in the stacks. It will be highly useful for undergraduate students looking for a

starting place for their research or ideas about how to focus their themes." - Feminist Collections

WOMEN, SCIENCE AND MYTH: GENDER BELIEFS FROM ANTIQUITY TO THE PRESENT
provides a chronological arrangement of entries describing people and events influencing scientific
research on gender, and offers some 40 entries considering regional and social issues alike.
Women'’s issues and science libraries at the college level will find it a thorough blend of history and
social science considering influences of women’s perceptions on women'’s rights and women
scientists’ work. An outstanding reference highly recommended for women’s studies

collections.Diane C. DonovanCalifornia Bookwatch
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